
As the deadline for the February newsletter approaches, we are nearing that 
week in January in which we focus on the unity of the church, or the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity (WPCU).  To observe this we will have, by the time 
you read these words, engaged in an exchange of  pulpits between the United 
Methodist Church, the United Church of Christ and Trinity.  In the week preceding the WPCU, I invited Fr. Paul 
Schreiner of St. Mary Catholic Church to attend a lunch and  lecture sponsored by the Diocese of Cleveland  
(St. Mary, Vermilion is part of the Toledo Diocese).  The lecturer at that event was a Lutheran theologian from 
Luther Seminary in St. Paul, a school of the ELCA. 

 

Is this what we mean by Christian Unity, pulpit exchanges 
and ecumenical lectures?  Is it a theme that is intended to 
involve the clergy and theologians of our churches?   While it may be argued that so far the 
majority of activity has been on that level of leadership, I would contend that if it remains 
there the movement will fail.  For Christian Unity to become force and power in the church 
it needs to find both roots and expression in communities on the congregational level. 
 

One example of that happening in Vermilion is down in our Fellowship Hall on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays as the entire community comes together to provide the meals of Graces 
Kitchen.  That is substantially more than is done in many communities and should not be 

overlooked.  But neither should it be considered our stamp of success.  More is needed. 
 

Christian Unity, like any desirable goal, is only achieved through intentional actions that 
build relationships and trust among God’s people.  Far too often people of different 
churches have simply not understood those on the other side of the aisle, and have told 
stories about those others that are just not true.  Christian Unity is in part a willingness 
to listen to others, have our understanding deepened and possibly corrected, and  
allowing ourselves to be changed in the process. 
 

As an Interim Pastor my tenure here is of a limited duration.  I always need to  
remember that anything I start has to have the needed support of the laity to carry on 
after I am gone.  With that in mind I believe that there is much to be gained by being 
intentional about deepening our relationships with other Christians in Vermilion.  It is for 
that reason that I am a regular participant in the Vermilion Ministerial Association  
meetings.  It is for that reason that I supported and participated in last fall’s “Fifth  
Quarter” activities after two home football games, and gathered with others to pray to-

gether in October at the community prayer breakfast.  Yet those activities either do not, or have not reached deeply into the community here at 
Trinity to draw others into the circle.  More is needed. 
 

Ecumenical leaders at the highest level of our church fellowships have challenged congregations to pick up the mantle of ecumenical unity 
through concentrating on three activities, 1) to pray together, 2) to study together and 3) to serve together. How can we do all those things here 
in Vermilion? 
 

Sharing again in 2020 the services of Holy Week (Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and an Easter Sunrise Service) with our UCC and United 
Methodist neighbors moves us in the right direction, especially if we find ourselves well represented at those services held at the other church 
buildings.  In our drive time together Fr. Schreiner and I discussed the possibility of our seeking ways for Trinity and St. Mary to pray, study and 
possibly serve together.  We will promote possible activities to the leadership circles of each of our congregations, and hopefully be able to lay 
out some shared activities in the coming months.  Watch for other ideas. 
 

Pray for us all as the church seeks to reflect positively in our communities what it means to be the 
body of Christ in this world.  Pray that our unity might strengthen our  witness to all that God is  
doing, and needs doing in a world with too many divisions. 
 

Peace be with you,  Pastor Sherman Bishop 
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SHARE CHRIST 

in OUR COMMUNITY 

Electronic giving is 
available!  Pick up an 
electronic giving form 
from the rack outside 

the church office. 

our GIVING 
STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE MINISTRY 

Income excludes any 
donations received for 

“special projects”.  
A detailed financial report 
is on the Ministry Bulletin 

Board outside the  
Pastor’s office. 

 Dec 2019 
Actual 

Dec 2019 
Budget 

Difference 

Income  $23,629.00 $19,538.00 $4,091.00 

Expense $19,846.00 $19,538.00  - $308.00 

Diff. $3,783.00 — — 

 YTD 
Actual 

YTD 
Budget 

Difference 

Income $198,906.00 $234,459.00 -$35,553.00 

Expense $207,999.00 $234,459.00   $26,460.00 

Diff. -$9,093.00 — — 

receive your donation 
statement for 2019, please 
contact Jeannette 
Schaefer, 440-967-7376  
or email at 
jschaefer914@gmail.com 
 
Thank you for your  
on-going support of Trinity 
Lutheran Church. 

Free Bloodwork  
and Blood Pressure check 
Clinic at Trinity 

Sunday, February 23 from 8-11a 
 

A sign up sheet with time slots is on the lobby 

bulletin board. This clinic is open to the  

community too, so please let your neighbors 

and friends know that they can also sign up. 

If your blood work needs to be fasting, please 

do not eat or drink after midnight on Saturday. 

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!  

Contact Cyndi Reid with questions. 

Donation  
statements have 
been mailed.   
If you did not  

Love to Tell the Story...BUT -  
Practical Evangelism for our Time 
Sunday, February 9 at 1:00p.  

What is the shape of evangelism in our time, for our church? The question is 
asked in part because there are many images of evangelism filling our 
minds.  Many in the church find those images uncomfortable, and rightly so. 
 

Evangelism is not “cold calls” on neighbors or strangers. Evangelism is not 

the imposition of a “spiritual script” on one who is unsuspecting. Evangelism 

is not a proscribed list of Biblical verses intended to convince or convict  

another about their need for Christ. 
 

Evangelism is, and by the word itself must be, “good news”. It is the good 

news that is a part of your own story. It is your news about how the love and 

grace of God has touched you and seen you through difficult times, or gives 

you purpose and focus for living in ordinary times. 
 

In our Cleveland West Conference there are 2 opportunities to explore with 

other Lutheran Christians what it means to “love to tell the story”. The first is 

Sunday, Feb 9 at Christ Lutheran Church, 4501 Clinton Ave. in Lorain.  You 

are invited to join them in the early afternoon for this workshop put on by our 

Northeastern Ohio Synod’s “Evangelism Table”. The workshop will be  

repeated on Saturday, March 14 at St. Paul Lutheran Church, 276 E. Bagley 

Road in Berea. This will be a morning/early afternoon workshop.  Both are 

free and open to any congregation in our conference. The February  

workshop is especially targeted to Lorain County congregations. Watch the 

bulletin boards and TLC Opportunities sheets for more information.   

If you have questions at this time please direct them to Pastor Bishop. 

Email lamiller2@oh.rr.com to register.  

 
 

Shared by 
Bishop  

Abraham  
Allende in his 
January 13, 
MONDAY 
MUSINGS 

weekly email. 

Donation 

Statements 

mailto:jschaefer914@gmail.com


Prayer list is updated 
each month.  

In JANUARY we prayed for:  
Ill or Hospitalized: Chris Schneider, Linda Sooy, Alexadra Drouhard, Jimmy, Mary Ellen, Dan-
ielle, Judy Makuch, Duke Peak, Kelsie Cole, Brooke Mangus, Debbie Redmond, Kevin Conry. 
Homebound/Nursing Home: Ray Aufdenkampe, Christine Barron, Magga Jonsson,  

Maebeth Neher, Marilyn Rossi, Jeanine Rock, Terry & Marilu Smith, Joan Swee, Marge Via.  

God Sightings are currently being collected by the Evangelism Ministry. 

Please submit your God Sighting through email to dianacpierson@gmail.com  

Thank you. 

SHARE CHRIST 

GOD SIGHTINGS 

Truly, A God Sighting 

By Cyndi Reid 
 

Several years ago I was an ICU/Cardiovascular nurse at Mercy Hospital.  Early one morning  

we got a call from the ER about a “very unstable” patient who needed to be admitted quickly.   

Little did I know that being this patient’s nurse would change my life.   

For several hours after his admission to the unit, his cardiologist Dr. Joyce and several  

nurses worked to establish IV access and stabilize his blood pressure. Dr. Joyce ordered  

a CT scan to confirm his diagnosis.  That day Dr. Joyce and two other ICU nurses  

accompanied my patient and me to the CT department.  Thankfully Dr. Joyce is an  

exceptional cardiologist and his diagnosis was correct.  He ordered a transfer to Cleveland  

Clinic MICU.  Unfortunately The Clinic did not have a bed available for my patient so he  

stayed in our unit until about 8 pm when a bed finally became available.   
 

In the mid-morning when Dr. Joyce and I were walking out of my patient’s room, I noticed a familiar face walking down the  

hallway.  It was my neighbor Marian Proctor, and I asked her who she was there to visit.  She answered me that her husband 

was just admitted to room #11 and she was allowed to see him now.  My heart sank. My unstable patient was my neighbor.   

Dr. Joyce could not believe that I had not recognized my neighbor after working on him for about 2 hours.  Honestly, he bore  

little resemblance to the man who drove by my house in his white utility van.  
 

Later in the morning Mrs. Proctor had a visitor.  She introduced me to their pastor, Pastor Terry Parker.  I was glad there was 

someone there to support Mrs. Proctor.  I’m sure she noticed we were very busy in her husband’s room and was very worried.  

Pastor Parker spent the entire day with the Proctors.  He had such a calming presence. He truly seemed very concerned for  

the Proctors.  If Pastor Parker had anything else to do that day no one would ever have known.  He was very reassuring to  

Mrs. Proctor and his prayers for healing were answered.  
 

After Mr. Proctor recovered I started attending Trinity Lutheran Church because of Pastor Parker.  He truly lived the mission  

of our church; to share Christ, inspire spiritual growth and minister to all. This day Pastor Parker was truly a God sighting. 



INSPIRE SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES 

Adult Forum in February 

Thursday, February 13 at 7:00p 
 

Mark your calendars for the February Adult Forum.  These  

opportunities for learning and discussion are held on the second  

Thursday of each month (normally).  We gather at 7:00p and go 

approximately one hour. 
 

On February 13, we will examine a book that Trinity Church 

Council is reading in sections this year.  Autopsy of a Deceased 

Church by Thom Rainer explores a number of decisions that 

congregations make which do not lead to mission, but to decline.  

It’s not all “bad news”, as Rainer, a well-regarded church  

consultant, ends with several suggestions for congregations to 

consider in order to build a vibrant and viable community of faith 

focused on engaging in God’s mission in their setting. 
 

The book is likely available through local libraries, or it can be  

purchased online in paperback or as a Kindle Book.  

Both versions are under $10.00.   
 

The class is designed so that it is not absolutely necessary to have 

read the book in advance but doing so is highly recommended. 

Lent 2020 -  
Finding Peace in Lent 
 

This Lenten season Trinity will be joining the other ELCA congregations of 

Lorain County, one from Cuyahoga County and the Episcopal Church from 

Lorain for a mid-week round robin.  The theme for the season will be  

Finding Peace in Lent with a focus each week on one emphasis from the 

“prayer attributed to St. Francis” (Lord, make me an instrument of thy 

peace …) 
 

On Ash Wednesday, Pastor Bishop will lead worship at Trinity.  Our  

services are at noon and 7:00p., include the imposition of ashes for those 

who desire this, and the Lord’s Supper.   
 

On Wednesdays we will continue to have two services here at Trinity, 

again at noon and 7:00p.  A light lunch and supper will be available with 

those gatherings.  The noon service will be led by Pastor Bishop or one of 

the other pastors if she or he can make this gathering.  
 

The weekly Lenten evening schedule is: 
Feb 26 (Ash Wednesday)  Pastor Bishop 
March 4 Pr. Jeff Steeber, Christ , Avon Lake 
March 11 Pr. Rosy Rivera, First , Lorain 
March 18 Pr. Bishop 
March 25 Pr. Angela Freeman-Riley, 
  Bethesda on the Bay, Bay Village 

Confirmation News 
 

Our February Confirmation Class and activity schedule involves 

classes on the first and third Sunday, and an invitation to join other 

Vermilion youth in an overnight lock-in at the United Church of 

Christ Congregational church. 
 

On February 2 our topic will be Justification by Faith (this year we 

are exploring some of the key theological themes of our faith and 

tradition). On February 16 out topic will be Grace. 
 

The youth of Trinity (grades 6 to 12) have been invited to join other 

youth at Vermilion’s UCCC Church for a lock-in on Feb 22- 23.  

There is no cost for the event, but groups are invited to engage in 

some fundraising to benefit Denison UCC church on the West side 

of Cleveland.  This older congregation recently opened its space for 

emergency shelter of those experiencing homelessness on very 

cold weekends.  However, building inspectors from the city of  

Cleveland issued an order prohibiting that use because of  

inadequate fire suppression systems.  The youth of Vermilion’s 

UCCC church invite others to help raise emergency funds to enable 

Denison UCC to provide this needed ministry of hospitality.  We are 

suggesting $10 per youth, with a goal of $100.  Invite your friends 

for an overnight of meaningful fellowship. 



MINISTER TO ALL 

for ALL GOD’S PEOPLE 

The Elves in the Sanctuary 

By George Cruikshank - grimmsgoblinsgri00grim on ar-
chive.org, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/

w/index.php?curid=59566164 

Youth Group  
Concert Invitation 
Saturday, March 14 at 7:00p 
 

St. Mary Catholic Church in Vermilion is hosting 
an artist in concert .  Artist John Trabbic will 
perform his original music that is especially  
written for younger audiences. Trinity’s middle 
and high school youth, and other interested  
families are invited to attend.  Watch the bulletin 
boards for further information as it is available. 

The St. Olaf Choir in Concert 
Monday, February 3 at 7:30p 
 

The St. Olaf Choir, recognized as one of the 
best collegiate choir in the world, will be making 
a stop in Cleveland on their winter tour.  They 
will perform at Severance Hall in Cleveland. 
 

St. Olaf is a college of the ELCA, and  
members of the choir come from many of the 
academic disciplines in the college.  Over a 
third of the student body participates in some 
musical expression from its 5 choirs, 2 bands,  
2 orchestras, to a handbell choir and a highly rated jazz band.  
 

Tickets range from $42 for Box and Dress Circle seats and on the Orchestra Level (main 
floor) seats are priced at $37 to $32.  All student seats regardless of where in the  
auditorium are $10.   Because of the difference in price level we will let patrons purchase 
their own tickets at the price point that fits their budget.  We do encourage car pools to 
increase the Fellowship value of this evening.  A sign up sheet will be posted on the 
sign up wall at the church to facilitate this. 
 

To purchase tickets go to www.stolaf.edu/choir.  Scroll down to the “2020 St. Olaf Choir 
Tour” article and follow the “Purchase Tickets” link.  There is also a short video on that 
page to introduce one to the work of the choir, narrated by Anton Armstrong, the  
Conductor of the St. Olaf Choir. 

       We all know the story of the shoemaker and the elves.  Every 

night, the shoemaker laid out his work for the next morning, only to 

wake up to find the work done.  During the night, elves came in and  

completed the shoemaker’s tasks.  Well, our church is blessed with 

many elves.  They take the form of Sanctuary decorators, Altar Guild 

busy bees, musicians at both services, proofreaders of bulletins and 

newsletters, and servants who read, usher, assist with liturgy and 

Communion, and tech projection.  While most of us come in on  

Sunday morning, greet one another, and settle in to worship, we 

might miss (or worse, take for granted) the behind the scenes  

contributions of our elves. After saying all this, I wish to thank the 

elves for everything and encourage them to continue to bless our 

church family with their contributions.   

    To all of us,  I shamelessly ask you all to become elves in one   

    way or another.  You all have gifts to offer to your church family 

in some form of service.  Please see me, Sandy Neiding, and I’ll be 

glad to help you find your special niche in elf-ly service. 

http://www.stolaf.edu/choir


MINISTER TO ALL 

 for ALL GOD’S PEOPLE 

Praise Band 
Most Mondays at 7p 

Musicians and vocalists  
always welcome to join.  

Practices in the sanctuary. 

Traditional Choir 
Wednesdays at 7p 

All are welcome to practice. 
Sing for a few weeks or the 

entire season. 

Altar Flowers 
Feb 2, 9, 16, 23 

Flowers, given to the Glory of God, 
beautify our sanctuary, and are 
given to honor special people/

occasions. After worship, you may 
keep the flowers or they can be  

delivered to homebound.  Sign up 
on a Connect Card or on the  

bulletin board by the church office.  

Pop Tab Collection 

Pop them and Drop them  
in the collection bin located 

in Fellowship Hall.  
Benefits the Cleveland 

Ronald McDonald House. 

Transfiguration Sunday - Guest Pastor 
February 23 
 

The end of Epiphany is always the Festival of the Transfiguration. This year it falls on Feb 23. That is the Sunday Pr Bishop will not 
be with us, but Trinity will have in his stead Pr Shelley Nelson-Bridger, Executive Director and Campus Minister for UPCaM (United 
Protestant Campus Ministry). Pr Shelley will preach and preside at Trinity, as well as lead a “Got 30 Minutes” discussion on 
Campus Ministry between the services. 
 

UPCaM is an ecumenical campus ministry outreach to undergraduate and graduate students, of Case Western Reserve  
University, Tri-C’s Metro Campus and Cleveland State University. This ministry has been active for 69 years, begun as a  
cooperative effort of the Presbyterian Church – USA, the United Church of Christ and the YMCA.   
 

Now it’s a ministry representing seven protestant denominations, Presbyterian Church USA, United Church of Christ, United  
Methodist Church, Disciples of Christ, American Baptist Church, Episcopal Church USA and Evangelical Lutheran Church in  
America. Pastor Shelley, a pastor of the ELCA, is the first Lutheran to lead UPCaM and has done so since late summer of 2018. 
The ELCA partnered with UPCaM in 2012. 
 

What does campus ministry look like when it is spread over three large campuses? The ministry has a different focus on the  
various campuses. At Case Western you will find students trained in listening skills at drop by tables on Fridays. Armed with  
“holy snacks” they invite other students to stop for a bit and simply talk about how their college time is going. They will encourage 
those with minor concerns, invite many to other campus ministry opportunities and are equipped to refer those facing serious  
challenges to appropriate resources. 
 

At Tri-C and Cleveland State, you may find students in a weekly Bible Study or meeting with mentors to support them through the 
college experience. Many of these students are first generation college students and find value in the wisdom and guidance a  
mentor offers. At Tri-C, first generation women who come from under-resourced communities gather in Rebecca’s Circle to take 
action around the themes of health, wellness, empowerment & capacity-building. Women from age 13 to 35 are welcome to be part 
of this supportive gathering to build connections, community  
and relationships. 
 

W.o.W. or Worship on Wednesdays happens at Case each week, 
and on Tuesdays Cleveland State students can share in a weekly 
eucharist service at Trinity Cathedral (Episcopal). Trinity is an  
UPCaM partner and is located across Euclid Avenue from the CSU 
main campus. This is only a smattering of all that is happening. To 
learn more visit www.upcam.org and/or come to worship on  
Feb. 23 and attend the “Got 30 Minutes” with Pastor Shelley. 

http://www.upcam.org


EVENTS 

 in CELEBRATION of WOMEN  

On January 5th Trinity member, and 
Trinity Lutheran Seminary student, 
Morgan Walker led worship and was 
our guest preacher. Rev. Terry Parker, 
former pastor at Trinity, presided at 

communion. 
 

In the texts that day, we heard of a 

woman, Anna, in the Jerusalem  
Temple, who praises God for the child 
Mary and Joseph bring for the Jewish 
dedication rite of their firstborn son. 
Hearing Anna’s voice reminded us that 
although our church body has only 
been ordaining women for the last half 
century, God has always used the gifts 
of women to utter words of wisdom 
and do acts of love. At Trinity we are 

acknowledging this Biblical truth  
several times this year, and do so by 
hearing women proclaim the truth of 

the Gospel. 

Morgan Walker’s Mission to Ministry 
 

Trinity member Morgan Walker has begun her seminary studies to prepare to serve as a pastor in the ELCA.  She has been  

awarded with a scholarship that covers her tuition expenses from the ELCA Fund For Leaders program.  We are grateful for that 

and proud that one of our own has been recognized for her leadership potential. 
 

That scholarship does not cover all of the expenses Morgan will incur.  As her home congregation we have set up a fund to support 

her in the over $16 thousand dollars of additional requirements. Your contributions are welcome to support Morgan in this effort.  

Salaries for pastors do not equate with what one could earn in other fields requiring a graduate school education.  Our goal is to 

allow Morgan to leave seminary and enter the ministry with as little debt as possible. 
 

To make a gift toward Morgan’s fund see the information on the board outside the Fellowship Hall.  Checks can be written to 

“Trinity Lutheran Church” and marked “For Morgan Walker”.  These gifts are fully tax deductible as allowed by law.  Thank you for 

what you do to encourage pastoral leadership in the ELCA for the next generation of pastors. 



your MONTHLY OPPORTUNITIES 
AT A GLANCE 

Kingston Worship 
Sunday, Feb 16 at 2:30p 

Join Deb & Scott Thompson 
to sing hymns and read  

scripture with residents at 
Kingston Nursing Home  

in Vermilion. 
Contact Deb for info. 

All Ministry Mtg. 
Monday, February 10 at 7p 

**DATE CHANGE 

Join us at a table for our 
monthly planning gathering. 

Facetime 
Tuesdays at 10:30a 

Feb 4 - Brewed Awakening, 
Vermilion 

Feb 11 - Your Deli, Amherst 
Feb 18 - Martino’s, Vermilion 

Feb 25 - Panera, Amherst  
 

Conversation in the  
community. Connect & meet 

others from Trinity. 

Ladies Lunch Bunch 
Thursday Feb 13 at 11:30a 

Moosehead Grill 
7660 Leavitt Rd, Amherst 

Sign up on bulletin board or 
Connect Card-designate if 
you will meet at church or 

the restaurant.  
Contact Karen Schultz with 

questions. 

Stephen Ministry 
Supervison Mtg 

Tuesday, Feb 11 at 6:30p 

Meeting of current Stephen 
Ministers, a ministry that 
equips people to provide 
confidential one-to-one 

Christian care to individuals 
experiencing challenges in 

their lives. 

Trinity Cooks & Serves on 
Thursday Feb 20 

 
Wishlist - butter, cream 
cheese, paper towels,  

egg noodles, canned chicken 
broth, bbq sauce 

Parish Nurse BPs 
Sunday, Feb 2 - 10:00a 

Drop by the library for some 
self care with our Parish 
Nurse, Cyndi Reid, RN. 

Parish Lab Day 
Sunday, Feb 23 - 8 to 11a 

Sign up on the lobby bulletin 
board for a convenient time  

Adult Forum 
 Thursday, Feb 13 at 7:00p 

Pastor Bishop will offer an 
adult forum on  
“Autopsy Of  

A Deceased Church” 
Join us in the narthex for a  

discussion on this book.  
See article on page 3 for 

more information. 

Love to Tell the 
Story... 

Feb 9 at 12:15p 

Join with other  
congregations in Lorain 

County to explore what it 
means to tell your story. 
Christ Lutheran Church, 

4501 Clinton Ave, Lorain.   

Youth Lock In 
Feb 22-23 

Held at United Church of 

Christ. Grades 6-12. Invite your 

friends for an overnight of 

meaningful fellowship.  

See article page 3. 

St. Olaf Outing 
Monday, Feb 3 

Join others from Trinity to hear 
one of the best collegiate choirs 

in the world. Purchase your 
own tickets and sign up on the 

lobby bulletin board to carpool. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 Council Installed  

 

9a/10:45a Worship 
 

10a Parish Nurse BPs 
 

10a Sunday School 
 

12n Confirmation Class 

3  
 

St. Olaf Choir  
Outing 
 

7p Praise Band  
          Practice 

4 
 

10:30a Facetime 
 

5:30p Grace’s Kitchen 
 
 
 

 
 

5 
 

7p Traditional    
     Choir Practice 

6 
 

5:30p Grace’s Kitchen  
 

 

7 8 
 

 

9  

9a/10:45a Worship  
 

10a Sunday School 
 

1p Love to Tell the  
     Story Workshop 

10 
 

6:30p Praise Band  
          Practice 
 

7p All Ministry Mtg 
 

 

11 
 

10:30a Facetime 
 

5:30p Grace’s Kitchen 
 

6:30p Stephen  
 Ministry Supervision 

12  
 

7p Traditional    
     Choir Practice 
 

 

13 
 

11:30a Ladies Lunch    
            Bunch 
 

5:30p Grace’s Kitchen 
 

7:00p Adult Forum 

14 
 

15 Newletter  

      Items Due 

 

2-4p Open   
  House for  
  Bob Mey 

16 
 

9a/10:45a Worship  
 

10a Sunday School 
 

12:15p Confirmation   
            Class 
 

2:30p Kingston Nursing  

17 Office Closed 
 

7p Church Council 
 

7p Praise Band  
     Practice 

18 
 

10:30a Facetime 
 

5:30p Grace’s Kitchen 

19 

 

7p Traditional    
     Choir Practice 
 

 

20 
 

5:30p Grace’s Kitchen  
(Trinity Volunteer Day) 
 

 

21 22 
 

Youth  
Lock In at 
UCC, Vermilion 

23 Parish Nurse Lab Day 
  

9a/10:45a Worship  
 

10a Sunday School 
       Adult Got 30? 
 

24 
 

7p Praise Band  
     Practice 
 

7p Sit & Stitch Guild   
      Meeting 

 

25 Office Closed 
 

10:30a Facetime 

 

5:30p Grace’s Kitchen 

26 Ash Wednesday 
 

12n Worship 
 

7p Worship 
 

8p Traditional    
     Choir Practice 

27 
 

5:30p Grace’s Kitchen  
 

 

28 29 

FEBRUARY 2020 

this MONTH at TRINITY 

Thank you From Austin Reid! 
Below is a note from Austin to me on Facebook.  
 

Just a little news update!  " I want to thank everyone that sent 
me prayers, cards, and candy!  I was away from home for the 
holidays again, but with  all the love I felt right at home!  Due 
to my circumstances, I can't write everyone back for the cards 
and gifts.  This is the best that I can do!   I am safe and just 
doing my job with all my shipmates.  Thank you again every-

one, your love is much appreciated!" 
 

John and I are extremely thankful for our church family!  With 

Austin working 18 hour shifts seven days a week I am  
concerned about his mental well-being.  We do know he is in 
harm's way in the waters by Iran.  Thank you from the bottom 

of my heart for sending Austin cards and goodies!   
 

His address is: 
Austin Reid 
USS Forrest Sherman 
Unit 100327 Box 1638 

FPO AE 09569-1214 

Mitten Tree Thanks 
 

A big thankyou to all of you who 
donated to the Trinity Mitten 
Tree. There was a great variety 
of hats, mittens, gloves and 
scarves of all sizes. You have 
made a lot of children happy, 
and adults too! Thanks again for 
sharing. 
 
God Bless, 
The Vermilion Salvation Army 

Advent Giving Tree 
  

Thank you to all who supported 
our Advent Giving Project this 
year. Your gifts support the  
ministries of the ELCA in nearly 
80 countries  around the world!  
 
This year we contributed $836.00 
 
Thank you, 
The Living Disciples Ministry 

Please continue to send cards 
and prayers!        
 

Thank you!   
Cyndi Reid 

Open House for Bob Mey 
February 15, 2-4p  
  

The Mey Family invites ALL to an open house for Bob Mey in  
celebration of his 80th birthday! Please join us! No gifts please. 



COUNCIL minutes 
UNAPPROVED MEETING MINUTES - January 12, 2020    

In Attendance:  Pastor Bishop, Don Dovala, Kirk Hagerich, Aimee Holmes, Barb Husty,  
Bill Matijasic, Cyndi Reid, Sally Roth, Kevin Sooy, Karen Schultz, Karen Szekeres     

 

Meeting was called to order by Kirk Hagerich (outgoing president) with the reading of the Gathering Litany. 
Devotion:  Cyndi Reid presented a message on hearing God’s word – “Today If You Hear His Voice” 

 
I. Organizational Meeting – 1:00 

A. Election of Executive Committee – Kirk lead the elections of the 2020 Executive Committee – we thanked him for his ser-
vice on council and as president in 2019 – he then excused himself. 

B. Assignment of Ministry Liaisons. 
C. Discussion of “Robert’s Rules of Order”  
D. Motion was made by Bill Matijasic to end the Organizational Meeting at 1:56. Seconded by Karen Schultz. Motion carried. 

 
II. Council Business – 2:00 

A.  Approval of Minutes – Motion by Cyndi Reid, seconded by Aimee Holmes, to approve December 2019 minutes.  Motion 
carried.  

B.  Correspondence -         Pastor Bishop shared the Lutheran Metropolitan Ministries “Seeds of Change” bulletin.  
Communication received from Jonah Kreger for Eagle Scout project  

C.  New Ministry - No new ministry 
D. Treasurers Report:  Motion made by Karen Schultz to file the report for audit.  Seconded by Cyndi Reid.     Motion carried. 
E.  Previous Ministry  

 1. Building Safety Update – Don Dovala and Aimee Holmes will together to research “best practices” – security cameras  
      and lighting will be done in tandem. 
 2. Call committee Update – no new information.       
 3. Synod Assembly June 2020 – 2 voting members needed – Pastor Bishop made a motion to accept Barb Husty as a 
      delegate.  Seconded by Kevin Sooy.  Motion carried.  One additional delegate is needed. 
 
III.   Staff & Ministry:   

A. Pastor:   
 1. Faith Collaborative Ministry - Motion was made by Cyndi Reid to join Erie County-based Faith Collaborative which aids   

     those with immediate emergency needs.  GUMC and UCC are partnered and TLC would be the Lorain County  
     connection.  Nominal cost of $100 has been offered by a member of TLC.  Seconded by Bill Matijasic.  Motion carried. 

 2. Family Christmas Eve Service – recommendation to review services with new pastor. 
B. Ministry: 
 1. Worship – Request to purchase banner storage unit to be housed in the Music room.  Funds requested from Memorial   

     Fund or Funded Projects 2310.  Building & Grounds to determine exact space requirements and Worship to submit  
          exact cost before moving forward. 

 

IV. Next Regular Meeting: 2/17/2020 
A. Prayer Scribe: Karen Szekeres 

B. Devotions: Cyndi Reid 
 

      Meeting closed in prayer by Kevin Sooy. 
 

     Respectfully submitted, Barb Husty, Recording Secretary 

2020 Church Council Officers 
Council President Don Dovala 440-984-2596 

Vice President Kevin Sooy 440-759-5307 

Recording Secretary Barb Husty 440-371-7894 

SPECIAL ELECTRONIC MEETING OF CHURCH COUNCIL ON 1/15/2020 
Participants: Don Dovala, Aimee Holmes, Karen Schultz, Barb Husty, Kevin Sooy, Pastor Sherman Bishop, Cindi Reid,  
Bill Matijasic 
 

Council appoints Kevin Sullivan to fill Sally Roth’s position until the next  annual meeting. 
February's All Ministry meeting is moved from the 3rd to the 10th. 


